




What was life like for the first Britons?                                                                                                       Year 3

Stone Age:
The Stone Age was a time in history when early humans used tools and weapons
 made out of stone. It lasted from when the first stone tools were made by our 
ancestors, about 3.4 million years ago, until the introduction of metal tools a few 
thousand years ago.
Stone Age people were brilliant hunter-gatherers who used bones for tools and weapons, and animals skins 
for clothes/blankets. They lived in caves and their diet consisted of meat, fruits and berries.
Towards the end of the Stone Age, farming was introduced. People began to settle in one place instead of 
following animals/food as they did previously. 

Bronze Age:

The Bronze Age began when people arrived from Europe and brought with them a new way to make tools. 
Copper and tin were mined for, and mixed to create bronze. More land could be farmed and more crops 
could be grown leading to an increase in population. 

Clothes also began to change with the invention of woollen cloth by weaving. 

People began to live in circular homes built on stilts. Farmers grew crops and vegetables, 

and began to keep animals such as cows.  

Iron Age:
The Iron Age began when Iron became the preferred choice of metal for making tools. Iron is harder and 
stronger than bronze and is easier to shape into tools/weapons. 

People lived in round houses with thatched roofs. Tribes often lived in hill forts for 

protection, surrounded by walls and ditches. Farming continued to thrive and there’s evidence that trade 
also began. The Iron Age ended with the arrival of the Romans, and the start of

 Roman Britain. 

Key Vocabulary

AD Used to show dates after the birth of Jesus. 

BC Used to show dates before the birth of Jesus. The bigger than number BC, the longer 

ago in history it was. 

Hunter-

gatherer

A member of a nomadic group who hunt or harvest food that grows in the wild.  

Nomadic 

people

A group of people that move from place to place in search of food and  shelter. 

Settlement A place where people establish a community. 

Tribe A group of families or communities that share a common culture and       language, 

usually with one leader.   

Hillfort A fort built on a hill with outer walls or ditches for defensive purposes. 

Agriculture / 

farming

The process of cultivating land to grow crops and rearing animals for food. 

Roundhouse A circular house with a conical thatched roof built from the Bronze Age to the Iron 

Age.
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