
Key individuals
St Augustine (c.530-604) – Augustine of Canterbury was a Christian missionary sent from 
Rome to convert people from Anglo-Saxon paganism to Christianity. He was considered to 
be responsible for the widespread adoption of the Christian faith throughout England.

King Alfred the Great (849-899) – Fought the Vikings and defeated them in the Battle of 
Edington (878) and mad an agreement with them (Danelaw).

Key vocabulary

Missionary A person from a religion sent to spread the faith

Pagan A religion that involves worshipping many gods and 
goddesses

Runes  Alphabet consisting of between 26-33 letters used 
to write Old English

Sutton Hoo An archaeological site in Suffolk, England where a 
ship-burial was discovered along with exquisite 
treasures from the 6th and 7th centuries including 
jewellery, tools and helmets.

Monk A person who works and lives in a Christian church 
or monastery and serves God by writing, performing 
chores and spreading the word of Christianity. 

Jutes

One of the smaller main groups who 
settled in England. They came from 
Denmark

Saxons

One of the main groups who settled in 
England in 450AD. They came from northern 
Germany

Angles

One of the main groups who settled in 
England. They came from Denmark and 
northern Germany.

Why have people continued to move to Britain?
It is believed that the Anglo Saxons came to Britain for better land for farming and 
growing crops and better opportunities. Many believe that the Anglo Saxons were invited 
here by leaders.
Years later, those arriving in the UK between 1948 and 1971 from Caribbean countries 
have been labelled the Windrush generation. People came here for the same reasons: a 
better life, a better education and because they were invited by the government.
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